
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

June 6, 2025 
 
STATEMENT FROM THE AYITI COMMUNITY TRUST 
U.S. Travel Ban on Haitians is Unjust and Misleading 
 
Ayiti Community Trust (ACT) strongly denounces the recent decision to suspend the entry 
of Haitian nationals into the U.S. This action is rooted in misleading overstay statistics, false 
claims of mass illegal migration, and harmful generalizations about Haitians as a people. It 
ignores the lived realities of a population facing political turmoil and humanitarian crises. 

 
● Haitian overstay rates are overstated and lack context—many overstays occur due to 

conditions that merit humanitarian protection. 
● Over 126,000 Haitians have entered the U.S. legally through vetted programs such as 

the Cuba, Haiti, Nicaragua, Venezuela (CHNV)  parole initiative. 
● Ayiti’s (Haiti’s) internal challenges do not justify broad travel bans, especially against 

people fleeing violence and instability. 
● Ayiti’s institutional challenges do not justify the blanket exclusion of an entire 

population. 
● Haitian Americans contribute significantly to U.S. society and should not be vilified. 

Haitians are contributors, not criminals—they are frontline workers, small business 
owners, caregivers, and community leaders. 

 
Refer to the next page for data refuting the claims used to justify the unjust travel 
ban. 
 
ACT urges Haitian and non-Haitian policymakers to reject this unjust policy and affirm 
the humanity and dignity of the Haitian people. We are calling on our community and 
allies to raise their voices and demand fairness in immigration decisions. Haitians deserve 
dignity, not discrimination. 
 
Media Contact: 
Ayiti Community Trust 
info@ayiticommunitytrust.org 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

ANALYSIS OF CLAIMS FOR HAITIAN TRAVEL 
BAN TO U.S.  
 
To critically assess the claims made in the recent U.S. travel ban affecting Haitian nationals, it’s 
essential to examine the available data and context: 
 
1.    VISA OVERSTAY RATES 
 

Claim 
Haitians have 
exceptionally high 
visa overstay 
rates—31.38% for 
B-1/B-2 visas and 
25.05% for F, M, 
and J visas. 

Analysis 
● Data Source: The U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) 

provides annual Entry/Exit Overstay Reports. 
● Findings: While the DHS reports do indicate overstay rates for 

various countries, it’s important to contextualize these figures. For 
instance, the overall suspected in-country overstay rate for non-Visa 
Waiver Program (non-VWP) countries was 3.2% in FY 2023. Specific 
overstay rates for Haiti were not detailed in the publicly available 
summary of the FY 2023 report. 

 
Conclusion: While overstay rates are a concern, the data should be interpreted within the 
broader context of global travel patterns and enforcement capabilities. 
 
 
2. INFLUX OF UNAUTHORIZED HAITIAN MIGRANTS 
 

Claim 
Hundreds of 
thousands of illegal 
Haitian aliens have 
flooded into the 
United States 
during the Biden 
Administration. 
 

Analysis 
● Legal Pathways: The Biden administration implemented the 

CHNV (Cuba, Haiti, Nicaragua, Venezuela) parole program, 
allowing up to 30,000 migrants per month from these countries to 
enter the U.S. legally for two years, provided they pass background 
checks and have a U.S. sponsor. 

● Statistics: As of December 2023, over 126,000 Haitians had arrived 
in the U.S. through this legal pathway. 

 
Conclusion: The majority of recent Haitian arrivals have utilized legal channels established by 
the U.S. government, challenging the characterization of a mass illegal influx. 
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3. Haiti’s Law Enforcement and Vetting Capabilities 
 

Claim 
Haiti lacks a central 
authority with 
sufficient availability 
and dissemination 
of law enforcement 
information 
necessary to ensure 
its nationals do not 
undermine U.S. 
national security. 

Analysis 
● International Support: The U.S. and its international partners have 

been actively supporting Haiti’s law enforcement infrastructure. 
For example, the U.S. has expanded its Homeland Security 
Investigations (HSI) presence in Haiti to combat transnational 
crime. 

● UN Involvement: The United Nations has been working to enhance 
the capacity of the Haitian National Police, with a focus on 
intelligence-led performance and training. One can conclude that 
these are failed attempts. 

 
Conclusion: Although challenges persist, ongoing international efforts aim to enhance Haiti’s 
law enforcement capabilities, demonstrating a commitment to improving vetting processes. 
 
 
4. National Security Threats 
 

Claim 
The influx of Haitian 
nationals creates acute 
risks of increased overstay 
rates, establishment of 
criminal networks, and 
other national security 
threats. 

Analysis 
● Lack of Specific Evidence: There is limited public evidence 

directly linking Haitian migrants to significant national 
security threats in the U.S. 

● Legal Status: Many Haitian migrants have entered the U.S. 
through legal programs, such as the CHNV parole process, 
which involves background checks and sponsorship 
requirements. 

 
Conclusion:  Broad generalizations about security threats lack substantiated evidence and 
overlook the legal avenues many Haitian migrants have utilized. 
 
 
ACT urges Haitian and non-Haitian policymakers to reject this unjust policy and affirm the 
humanity and dignity of the Haitian people. We are calling on our community and allies to 
raise their voices and demand fairness in immigration decisions. Haitians deserve dignity, not 
discrimination. 
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